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the Scriptures, and we received from him our*
portion with the rest of the congregation. No-
thing could be more mean than this subterranean
synagogue, and nothing more paltry than its
ornaments. Its lamps, only a few of which were
lighted^ were disposed in circles of five each,
suspended from gilded hoops ; and the carving
and painting was chiefly flowers, but of the
poorest kind. We learned that the money
raised by the bringing out the Book of the Law,
which could be seen only thrice in the week, was
appropriated to the general fund for the ex-
penses of the synagogue; and the readers, it
was said, were paid only three hundred piastres
per year. We could distinguish no high priest,
as every foom seemed to have had a similar
teacher. On the feast of the Paschal, three
hundred piastres more are spent on the decora-
tion of the synagogue alone.
In the whole congregation, there were about
five hundred men and male children, and above
were said to be nearly eight hundred women
and female children. In all Jerusalem, Moallim
Zachariah told us that there were not one thou-
sand male Jews, but that thei%e were at least
three thousand females. This difference, he
said, was thus occasioned. No male Jews came
hither but such as were contented to live poorly,
or had money to let out at interest for their sub-